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Collector Well Caissons on Schedule 
Two 16-foot diameter collector well caissons are being constructed 
about 400 feet apart at Site C.  The 13th and final lift for the first 
caisson (C1) was sunk in early June.  A six-foot thick “floor plug” was 
poured and then a six-inch thick “finished floor” to level the bottom, 
making the depth of the caisson 121.5 feet.  Layne started pushing 
out the first of 12 lateral screens in mid-July.  With no obstructions 
the laterals can be extended to a maximum of 270 feet.  Layne 
pushed out the first two laterals to 270 feet as of August 1.  Layne is 
confident in meeting the April 2027 substantial completion deadline.

The width of the slots for every 10-foot section of screen is 
based on the coarseness of the soil material.  The coarser the 
materials, wider screen slots are used to let in more water and vice 
versa.  Screen slot widths are numbered in increments of 10 (a 
thousandths of an inch each).  For example, the width of the gaps 
in a 10-slot screen are 0.010 inches and the width of the gaps in a 
100-slot screen are 0.100 inches.  

Interior and exterior forms are used to pour each lift 

Progress meeting on June 16 (left to right):  Banner’s Kyler 
Groves, HDR’s Al Punt, Banner’s Kristin Bisgard, Layne’s Kyle 

Harry, Operations Manager Jim Auen, Plant Supervisor 
Mike Duchscher and Banner’s Adam Hanson

Directors Murray Hulstein of Sioux Center (left) and 
Todd Uhl of Sheldon took a ride to the bottom of the 

caisson to watch work on the laterals on July 23

100-slot (wider) and 10-slot screens

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

C1 has two tiers of laterals, with six laterals in each tier 
extending toward the river in a half circle array.  The 
engineers are nearing completion on the design for the 
C1 pump house that is anticipated to be bid in early 
2027.  C1 is mainly for L&C’s expansion to 60 MGD and 
the goal is to have it online by early 2030.  

Layne in early July started constructing the second 
caisson at Site C (C2).  April 2028 is the substantial 
completion deadline.  There is no timeline yet for when 
the C2 pump house will be bid.  When C2 does come 
online it will replace the capacity of several vertical wells 
that will eventually be abandoned because they cannot 
be effectively rehabilitated.  Both collector wells are 
expected to produce 25 MGD.  

Deadman being poured for the C2 caisson will act 
as a counterweight when the 13 lifts are sunk Ports for the 12 laterals being installed in the second lift

Roof Replacement Almost Finished 
Boone Brothers started work in early June on the $657,000 
contract to replace the filter gallery roof at the treatment plant 
and anticipates reaching substantial completion by late August.  
The roof was severely damaged during a December wind storm.  
Boone is removing and replacing the damaged insulation panels 
and membrane covering.  “The EPDM membrane and glue being 
used to adhere to the insulation are markedly improved from what 
was originally installed in 2012.  This is the third section of roof 
at the plant that has been replaced.  More sections of original roof 
will need to be replaced in the near future, either proactively or as 
Mother Nature dictates,” said Operations Manager Jim Auen.  

Construction Administrator Clint Koehn and Banner’s 
Kristin Bisgard, Ella Bisgard, Taylor Fuhr and Kristin 

Clarksean at a July 8 progress meeting 
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FROM THE PIPELINE

Left to right:  Water Operator Jim Andersen, Larson, Director 
Nate Vander Plaats of Lennox, Banner’s Kristin Bisgard, 

Maintenance Mechanic Jamey Hult, Distribution Operator Justin 
“JD” Walsh, Industrial HVAC Technician Roger Adam and Water 

Operator Dave Mattson participated in the SD Association of 
Rural Water System’s golf outing in Sioux Falls on July 21

Left to right:  Moderator Steve Watson, Larson, 
MCWC General Manager/L&C Director Scott 
Buss and Dakota Mainstem RWS’ Kurt Pfeifle 
participated in a panel discussion on long-range 
water development and planning at the Sioux Falls 
Downtown Rotary Club on July 27

The replacement backup generator and enclosure arrived 
at the Larchwood pump station on May 5.  Rice Lake 

reached final completion on May 13.

Left to right:  Troy Larson, Chairman/Utility Manager Murray 
Hulstein, Mayor Dale Vander Berg, congressional candidate Chris 
McGowan, Councilman Eric Moerman and City Manager Scott 

Wynja met in Sioux Center on August 3 to bring McGowan up to 
speed on what is happening with L&C in D.C. 

Rounds Construction reached final completion on May 6 
in repairing a 1,770-foot section of revetment.  One-mile 
of revetment protects L&C’s wells from erosion.  The final 
quantities adjustment was a deduct of $263,175 on the 

original bid price of just over $1.56M.
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Left to right:  Larson, Laurie Pfeifle, Pfeifle, Rounds, Mid-Dakota RWS’ Scott Gross, Sioux 
Falls’ Ryan Johnson (serves on the L&C and DMS boards) and HDR’s Gabe Laber

Feasibility Study Bill Advances in House and Senate 
L&C Executive Director Troy Larson and Dakota 
Mainstem (DMS) Executive Director Kurt Pfeifle 
testified in support of each project’s feasibility 
study bills on April 29 at a hearing of the House 
Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife and Fisheries.  Rep. 
Dusty Johnson is the sponsor of both bills and also 
testified in support.  Reps. Randy Feenstra, Michelle 
Fischbach and Brad Finstad are co-sponsors of L&C’s 
bill.  Markup by the House Committee on Natural 
Resources is expected soon.  L&C and DMS officials 
later met with Senator Mike Rounds, who reiterated 
his strong support for water projects in the state.

Sponsored by Majority Leader John Thune and 
co-sponsored by Senators Chuck Grassley, Amy 
Klobuchar, Tina Smith, Joni Ernst and Rounds, the 
Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources 
marked up L&C’s feasibility study bill on July 16.  
Final congressional passage of L&C’s bill, authorizing 
the Bureau of Reclamation to cover half the cost of the 

estimated $2.5M feasibility study, is not anticipated until 
the end of this year.  “This is an important step forward 
in our ongoing efforts to address the long-term water 
needs of the region.  We cannot thank our congressional 
leaders enough for their continued strong support and 
leadership,” said Larson.  
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Operations Update
A new peak day record of 39.18 million gallons a day (MGD) was set 
on July 17.  “Until Phase 3 is completed in late 2027, our max capacity 
is about 41 – 42 MGD.  If we need to limit capacity, per the Board the 
first step will be to halt surplus capacity purchases in excess of the 
members’ reserved capacities,” said Operations Manager Jim Auen.

The domino effect continues to play out after the passing of 
Maintenance Foreman Todd Giffin last December.  Jay Nelson, 
who joined L&C in February 2014 as a Distribution Operator, was 
promoted to Maintenance Foreman in January.  Cody Schultz, who 
joined L&C in January 2016 as a Water Operator, made the lateral 
move in May to Distribution Operator.  

Water Operator Kevin Kinkead was hired on May 4.  He worked the 
past three years at the nearby Chancellor ethanol plant.  Kevin is 
originally from Bennington, NE and is an Army veteran.  “Kevin has 
been a great addition to our team!  He is a quick learner and has hit 
the ground running,” said Auen.  

L&C is close to filling the recently open Maintenance Foreman 
position.  Auen said, “Jay made the hard decision to resign to focus 
on growing the excavation/directional drilling business he has long 
had on the side.  His last day was June 26.  We parted on good terms 
and have already hired him to do some work for us and will continue 
to do so.  Our thanks and appreciation to Jay for his hard work and 
dedication.  He always went above and beyond to keep us up and 
running.”  Construction Administrator Clint Koehn is now assisting 
with utility locates and other distribution activities.  

Distribution Operator Cody Schultz

Water Operator Kevin Kinkead


