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Layne is making good progress on the 16-foot 
diameter caisson for the first radial collector 
well at Site C (C1).  Thirteen concrete lifts will 
be poured for the caisson that will total 133.5 
feet.  After installing the ports for the two tiers 
of lateral screens in the second lift as shown 
above, Layne has poured and sunk nine lifts 
as of mid-April.  As shown in the sequence 
of photos at right, Layne installs the interior 
form, rebar and then the exterior form.  After 
the concrete is poured the forms are removed 
and the lift is sunk.  Sinking the lift involves 
simultaneously excavating and using the 
hydraulic pulling system.  Great care is taken 
to ensure the caisson remains straight while it 
is being sunk.  

Layne anticipates completing the lifts by 
early July.  They will then start installing the 
12 laterals, while work will also begin on the 
nearby second caisson at Site C (C2).  April 
2027 and April 2028 are the substantial 
completion deadlines respectively for the 
C1 and C2 caissons.  Each collector well is 
expected to produce 25 million gallons a  
day.  Construction of the well houses will be a 
separate contract.  
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Banner’s Adam Hanson and Kristin Bisgard, L&C’s Clint 
Koehn, HDR’s Rachel Nofziger and Al Punt, Layne’s Kyle 

Harry and Banner’s Kyler Groves on February 17
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Johnson, Senate Majority Leader Thune and Larson

National Rural Water Rally 
Executive Director Troy Larson joined SD, IA and MN rural 
water association officials in Washington, D.C. for the annual 
Rural Water Rally on February 3 and 4.  Including one 
staff video meeting the week prior, Larson met with all 10 

Members of the tristate congressional delegation 
or their staffs.  In the case of the SD delegation, 
there were separate meetings with Members 
and then with their staffs.  The main focus was 
the importance of passing the feasibility study 
authorization bills introduced in late January by 
Senator John Thune (S. 3725) and Rep. Dusty 
Johnson (H.R. 7287) for a possible second 
expansion of L&C.  “A big thanks to Senator Thune 
and Congressman Johnson for sponsoring the bills, 
as well as to the rest of the tristate delegation for 
co-sponsoring them.  We greatly appreciate the 
continued strong support and leadership across 
state and party lines,” said Larson.  

Authorization is needed for the Bureau of 
Reclamation (BoR) to cover half of the estimated 
$2.6M feasibility study price tag.  The first hearing 
was held on March 17 in the Water & Power 
Subcommittee of the Senate Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee.  Committee markup is 
anticipated in early May.  Larson has been invited 
to testify at the first House hearing on April 29.  
“Due to the legislative calendar, final enactment of 
the authorization likely will not occur until the end 
of this year, but there are no guarantees.  Banner 
engineers estimate it will take up to two years to 
complete the feasibility study, so that puts us at 

SD rural water delegation with Thune 

Continued on page 5
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L&C and MN rural water officials with Rep. 
Michelle Fischbach (center).  Back row left to 

right:  Munson, Larson, Lincoln Pipestone RWS’ 
Jason Overby, Bisgard and MN Rural Water 

Association’s Lori Blair

Larson, Munson, Bisgard and Johnson

late 2028/early 2029 before we would be in a 
position to take our next steps,” said Larson.  

The feasibility study will also look at potential 
partnership opportunities with the proposed 
Dakota Mainstem Regional Water System 
(DMS).  L&C Director Ryan Johnson of Sioux 
Falls, who also serves as President of DMS’ 
Board, attended the Rally, as did Banner 
engineers Joe Munson and Kristin Bisgard.  
Some of the congressional meetings were held 
jointly with L&C and DMS officials given the 
close coordination between the two projects.  

When construction of the first expansion is 
completed in 2030, L&C’s capacity will be 
60 million gallons a day (MGD).  A 40-year 
parameter is used for BoR water projects.  
Based on the most recent survey of L&C’s 20 
members, they estimate needing an additional 
95 MGD from the second expansion to 
address their water needs from 2030 – 2070; 
potentially bringing L&C’s total capacity to as 
much as 155 MGD.  

L&C and DMS officials with Rep. Dusty Johnson.  Left 
to right:  DMS’ Executive Director Kurt Pfeifle, Munson, 
Laurie Pfeifle, Bisgard, Rep. Johnson, Larson, Pinpoint’s 

Clint Powell, HDR’s Gabe Laber and Johnson

Continued from page 4
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FROM THE PIPELINE

The MN members met in Luverne on March 17 with Chuck Ackman and Jeanne Poppe, staffers with Senators 
Klobuchar and Smith respectively, to provide an update on the second expansion and the Dakota Mainstem 

RWS, as well as express their thanks and appreciation to Klobuchar and Smith for their long-time support!  Left to 
right:  Eric Roos – Worthington Public Utilities, Director Ryan Holtz – Rock County RWD, Jason Overby – Lincoln 

Pipestone RWS, Poppe, Ackman, Joe Ahrens – Luverne, Matt Sorenson – Rock County RWD, Director Jerry 
Lonneman – Lincoln Pipestone RWS, Director Pat Baustian – Luverne and Executive Director Troy Larson.  

Banner’s Kristin Bisgard accepted 
the Outstanding Engineering 

Achievement Award for the entire 
L&C project at the SD Engineering 
Society’s Eastern Chapter banquet 

on February 28

LCRWS officials 
touring the collector 
well on March 20

Lincoln County RWS’ (LCRWS) second 
connection became operational on April 8.  
The meter building shown at left is one mile 
north of Tea.  This does not increase their L&C 
capacity, but allows them to better utilize 
it.  LCRWS is covering 100% of the second 
connection cost.  Sioux Falls will soon start 
work on a third connection to L&C on the 
west side of town.  

Continued on page 7
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SD DANR Director of Financial & 
Technical Assistance Andy Bruels and BoR 
Rural Water Division Manager Dani Fettig 
at Dakota Mainstem’s annual meeting in 
Sioux Falls on March 27.  They and their 
respective agencies have played critical 

roles for L&C through the years!  

A meeting was held at the L&C office on March 26 with 
SD Attorney General and congressional candidate Marty 

Jackley.  Project updates on L&C and Dakota Mainstem were 
provided.  Jackley touted the importance of regional water 

projects to the future of SD and the tristate region.  He voiced 
his strong support for L&C if elected to Congress.

Continued from page 6
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1800 Monty Street
Tea, SD 57064

Operations Update
L&C awarded the contract on March 12 to 
Boone Brothers of Sioux City for $657,000 
to replace the treatment plant’s filter 
gallery roof that was severely damaged in 
a December wind storm shown at right.  
Boone is already onsite as they are PKG’s 
roofing subcontractor on the Phase 3 project.  
They plan to start work in mid-May and the 
substantial completion deadline is August 10.

Rounds Construction resumed repair work on 
April 14 on a 1,770-foot stretch of revetment 
that protects the wellfield from erosion.  The 
repairs are substantially complete, but to 
reach final completion they are covering the 
boulders and fieldstone with topsoil shown 
at right and will plant native grasses.  They 
expect to complete the work by early May.  


