
Minnesota – Segment 3B Construction Underway 
Carstensen started construction of 
Minnesota – Segment 3B in November. 
This project includes ten miles of 24 
inch pipe and two miles of 12 inch 
pipe between Magnolia and Lincoln 
Pipestone RWS’s connection three 
miles east of Adrian. They bored and 
installed mainly 36 inch casing pipe 
under six creeks, four highways and 
one railroad. Boring under Kanaranzi 
Creek (below) posed a particular 
challenge. The soil was too soft and 
sandy to use horizontal directional 
drilling so they successfully used a 
“pipe ramming” technique that caused 

no disturbance to the creek. The over 
400 feet of 24 inch carrier pipe under 
Kanaranzi Creek was also installed 

(below). Carstensen plans to begin  
installing the main pipeline  
in early May. 



The SD Association of Rural Water Systems’ annual 
conference was held in January in Pierre. Congratulations 
to Dave Odens and Roger Lamp for being honored with the 
distinguished Friend of Rural Water Award! Both gentlemen 
retired in February after long and illustrious rural water 
careers. Dave was at Banner for 40 years; 25 of those were 
spent working on L&C, mainly as the lead engineer. Roger 
served on the L&C board for 24 years and on the Lincoln 
County RWS (LCRWS) board for 30 years (28 as chairman). 
“This well-deserved award recognizes Dave and Roger for 
their outstanding rural water careers. We cannot thank 
them enough for their dedicated service and countless 
contributions,” said Chairman Red Arndt. 

Congratulations as well to Banner’s Tim Conner, who was one 
of six recipients of the Spirit of Rural Water Award! He has 

worked on L&C pretty much full-time since 2001 and has been 
the project’s lead engineer since 2013. “This award recognizes 
the essential role Tim has 
played in our success. His 
work ethic and dedication 
are second to none,” said 
Arndt. Vice-Chairman 
Murray Hulstein of Sioux 
Center received a certificate 
for 25 years of service on the 
L&C board. “He must have 
been 15 when he started,” 
quipped Arndt. 

Finally, congratulations to 
LCRWS on receiving the 
Best Tasting Water Award! 

L&C received the award last 
year. “100% of LCRWS’s 
water comes from L&C so 
we will count that as two 
years in a row of having 
the best tasting water. 
This is a testament to our 
outstanding operations 
team,” said Executive 
Director Troy Larson.

The MN Rural Water Association’s annual conference was held in March in St. Cloud. 
Chairman Red Arndt was honored with the prestigious Henry Walraven Award, which 
is the organization’s highest honor! He was very surprised and humbled. “Everyone 
associated with L&C joins with me in expressing our heartfelt congratulations to Red 
on this exceptionally well-deserved recognition for his 27 years of visionary leadership 
and tenacious determination to bring critically needed water to southwest MN and 
the rest of the tristate region,” said Executive Director Troy Larson. It is estimated 
that combined Red has made about 150 trips to St. Paul and D.C. to advocate for L&C, 
as well as attended hundreds of other local meetings. “This is just one measure of his 
passionate support and unwavering commitment,” said Larson. 
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Arndt Receives Highest Award from MRWA

SDARWS President Ron Gillen presents Lamp (left) and Odens with the 
Friend of Rural Water Award

Conner with the Spirit of Rural 
Water Award

25 years of service for Hulstein 

Lamp, Odens, Conner and Hulstein Honored by SDARWS 
Lincoln County RWS Receives Best Tasting Water Award



Gridor Construction reached substantial completion on the 
Crooks pump station - meter building and Madison meter 
building on January 9. Winter Brothers Underground reached 
substantial completion on February 1 for segments 1 and 5 
of the Madison service line – a combined 10 miles of 24 inch 
PVC pipe. Both projects were completed on time and are 
part of the “wheeling plan” to deliver water to Madison in 
cooperation with Minnehaha CWC and Big Sioux CWS. Big 
Sioux is experiencing delays getting the valves to complete 
their new pump station near Chester. As soon as the valves are 
installed this spring, up to one million gallons a day of water 
will be “wheeled” to Madison.

On March 20 a ribbon cutting was held 
dedicating the pump station-meter building near 
Crooks in honor of former L&C director and 
Minnehaha CWC manager John Buss. This is the 
second of three connection points for MCWC. 
John served with distinction for 20 years on the 
L&C board. “John was there from the very start. 
He helped play an important leadership role in 
moving this project from a wild idea to reality. 
Dedicating this building in John’s honor is a 
small token of our lasting appreciation for his 
many contributions,” said Chairman Red Arndt.
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“Wheeling Plan” Infrastructure Completed for Madison

Pump Station Dedicated in Honor of John Buss

John and Sharon Buss ready to cut the ribbon being held by Director Scott Buss  
(their son and current MCWC manager) and Arndt. The plaque in the background 
dedicates the building in John’s honor. 

Pumps and process piping in the Crooks pump station-meter building

Construction last fall of the 24 inch pipeline 
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Minnesota Considering “Advance” for Worthington Connection 

Branstad and Reynolds Propose $7 Million in “Advances”

Governor Mark Dayton included an $11.5M “federal funding 
advance” for L&C in his proposed bonding bill! The Senate 
included the same $11.5M in its proposed bonding bill. This is 
the estimate L&C needs to deliver water to Worthington. Lt. 
Governor Tina Smith held a press conference in Worthington 
on Jan. 19 to tout the proposed funding and urge passage of 
the bonding bill as soon as possible so projects can be bid. “A 
huge thank you to Dayton, Smith and legislative leaders for 
their continued support to get this critically needed water to 
Worthington,” said Director Scott Hain. The legislative session 
adjourns on May 21. 

Project officials and local legislators are separately urging 
approval of a stand-alone bill allowing the surplus funds from 
the advance approved in 2015 to be used toward construction 
of the last segment for Worthington. Thanks to much lower 
than expected bids there is an approximately $8M surplus. 
“If approved this would reduce the funding needed in 
the bonding bill to $3.5M. We have heard no opposition to 
making this change. The sooner we can use the surplus funds 
to award a pipeline contract, we believe the lower the bids will 
be,” said Hain.

Governor Terry Branstad and Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds 
included $7M in “federal funding advances” for L&C in 
their proposed infrastructure budget! The funding would 
be over two years -- $3.5M in FY18 and $3.5M in FY19. 
Project officials made trips to Des Moines in support of the 
funding on Jan. 18 and Feb. 1, including a joint hearing of the 
Transportation, Infrastructure and Capitals Appropriations 
Subcommittee on the 1st. 

If approved the first $3.5M would be used to complete the 
crossing under the Big Sioux River between Beresford and 
Sioux Center. The second $3.5M would be used to build 
roughly three miles of pipe starting in Sioux Center and 
heading west. There is quite a bit of development taking 
place in Sioux Center near the proposed route so this would 
get the pipeline in before development forces an expensive 
re-route. “This is something we have been working on for over 

three years. We cannot thank them enough for including this 
funding in their proposed infrastructure budget. Our thanks 
as well to the legislative leaders for their strong support,” said 
Vice-Chairman Murray Hulstein of Sioux Center. April 18 is 
the scheduled adjournment for the legislative session. 

Rep. Rod Hamilton and Hain (right) testify in support of 
the stand-alone bill at a hearing on March 7

Sibley’s Glenn Anderson, Hulstein, Hull’s Aaron Kooiker, Sioux Center’s 
Scott Wynja and Executive Director Troy Larson met with Branstad and 
Reynolds on January 18

Chamber of Commerce’s Darlene Macklin, Mayor Mike Kuhle, Smith, Hain and 
Executive Director Troy Larson voice support for the bonding bill at a press conference 
in Worthington 



Project officials are working closely with the tristate 
congressional delegation to ensure funding for L&C is 
included in the proposed infrastructure bill. With the new 
administration seeking large cuts in discretionary spending, 
an infrastructure bill may be L&C’s best opportunity to secure 
funding. “In December we began our efforts to emphasize 
the importance of completing projects like L&C where the 
federal government has already made a commitment. The 
feedback we have received is very promising. We will continue 

to urge the administration to make completion of unfinished 
authorized projects a high priority,” said Executive Director 
Troy Larson.

It is believed one factor the administration will consider 
is how much can be saved by completing a project sooner 
rather than later. This is a drum L&C officials have long 
been pounding. As noted in the graph below, if L&C only 
receives $6.5M a year – the funding average from FY11 to 
FY16 – Banner Associates estimates construction would not 
be completed until 2064 and the remaining price tag would 
be over $300M. Conversely, the estimated cost would be just 
under $194M if completed in five years. “L&C is a perfect 
fit for an infrastructure bill. Over $100 million could be 
saved by completing construction in the next five 
years,” said Larson. 
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Chairman Red Arndt, Director Trent Lubbers and Larson met 
with Senator John Thune in late December to discuss the 
proposed infrastructure bill

Infrastructure Bill Funding Promising



Detlefsen Construction 
reached substantial 
completion on the French 
drain system on Nov. 
23. Around three sides 
of the lime drying beds 
they installed 4,147 feet 
of drain tile that was 
surrounded in a “burrito” 
of rock and fabric, as well 
as 2,020 feet of eight 
inch PVC pipe to carry 
the water away from the 
site. The high ground 
water level around the 
beds was saturating them 
and preventing proper 
drying of the lime sludge 
so it can be removed. For 
the first month there was 
a steady flow of 150 gallons per minute being 
released from the French drain before it started 
to slowly taper. Based on the data from just 
one monitoring well the ground water level in 
that spot dropped by as much as five feet. The 
ground water level in the area is not uniform 
so the drop will vary from location to location. 
“We are really pleased with the results we have 
seen so far. This summer we will have a better 
idea of just how much this will improve the 
drying capabilities of the beds,” said Operations 
Manager Jim Auen. 

A $499,105 contract was awarded on March 23 to Runge 
Enterprises of Sioux Falls to make repairs to the floor of the 
north and south lime drying beds. This work, which will be 
covered by operation funds, involves bringing in a higher 
quality “select clay” than originally used that is expected to 
provide a firmer floor, as well as increasing the slope of the 
beds from a 0.3% grade to 1% to improve drainage. Instead of 
sloping to one end, the slopes will be also angled so they drain 

to one corner. Aug. 1 is the substantial completion deadline for 
the south bed and Nov. 15 for the north bed. 

The middle drying bed is currently being used to deposit 
the lime sludge. Once the north and south drying beds are 
repaired, L&C will award a separate contract to repair and re-
slope the floor of that bed.
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Drainage Improvement Completed for Lime Drying Beds

Contract Awarded for Repairs to Lime Drying Beds



7

Summer Mersinger of the Smith-Free Group was hired in December to represent L&C on Capitol 
Hill. She is originally from Onida (northeast of Pierre) and has an undergraduate degree from the 
University of Minnesota and a law degree from the Catholic University of America in D.C. She 
worked for Senator John Thune in the House and Senate for 15 years before joining Smith-Free two 
years ago. “We are incredibly pleased to have Summer join the Lewis & Clark team. To say she has hit the ground running would 
be a vast understatement. She has been very proactive, creative and hard working in her efforts on our behalf,” said Executive 
Director Troy Larson, who worked with Summer for four years on the staff of then-Representative Thune.

Saying “It’s time,” Roger Lamp retired in February from the L&C and 
Lincoln County RWS boards. At his last board meeting Roger was 
honored with a cake, bottle of wine, card and many warm words of 
thanks and praise. Roger served with distinction on the L&C board 
for 24 years. “Our sincere thanks and appreciation to Roger for his 
many years of truly dedicated service. He was never afraid to speak 
up, which sparked good discussion that in the end made for more 
informed decisions. It has been an honor and privilege to serve with 
Roger. Our best wishes to him as he enjoys a well-deserved retirement 
from public service,” said Chairman Red Arndt.

LCRWS manager Robin Dykstra was appointed to the L&C board on March 23. He grew up on a farm north of Parker and 
went to school in Marion. Robin spent close to 20 years in the water industry at Sioux Falls and Parker (two stints). Most of his 
time in Sioux Falls was spent at the water purification plant and in Parker he was the utilities manager. He became manager 
of LCRWS in 2006. Robin and his wife Judy have been married six years and combined have five children. “A warm welcome 
aboard to Robin. He has been attending our meetings for over 10 years 
now, so there isn’t much he doesn’t already know about the project. No 
more sitting in the peanut gallery though,” said Arndt.

A one mile stretch of revetment protects L&C’s wellfield 
near Vermillion from the Missouri River’s current. HDR 
Engineering, who designed the original revetment completed 
in 2008, has determined it needs to be extended to keep ahead 
of the erosion, as well as repair a portion of it. The contract 
for the revetment extension and repairs, which are still in the 
design and permitting stages, is expected to be awarded this 
summer with work done by the end of the year. 

Until recently the north end of the revetment has been 
protected by a small peninsula, but it has been taking a hard 
hit from the current. HDR has been tracking the pace of 
erosion. This photo is from March 2015. As the peninsula 

erodes, the north end of the revetment is exposed to the 
current. Eventually erosion will flank the revetment and 
cause a total failure if not extended. After the 2011 flood 
the revetment was extended 600 feet. The exact length of 
this extension has not been determined but will be at least 
1,100 feet. Federal funds will be used for the extension and 
operation funds for the repairs. 

Mersinger Representing Lewis & Clark in D.C.

Lamp Retires – Dykstra Appointed to Board

Revetment Extension and Repairs Needed

Director Robin Dykstra 
Thank you, Roger! 



Strong winds with gusts over 70 mph on Christmas Eve caused 
considerable damage to the roof of the treatment plant. L&C 
staff are still working with the insurance company and roof 
manufacturer to determine the full extent of the damage. 
Temporary repairs were made but permanent repairs cannot 
be made until the temperature reaches a certain level. 

L&C hired NextGen Farms from Marion this winter to remove 
the estimated 14,000 tons of lime sludge from the north 
drying bed. They removed roughly half the sludge before 
warming temps made it too muddy to continue. Their contract 
expired in late March. Removal of the remaining sludge was 
added to the contract for repairing the lime drying beds  
(see bottom of page 6). 

Water sales continue to increase when compared to last year. 
As an example, in January the average was 12.6 million gallons 
a day, which is 10% more than January 2016. This trend is 
expected to continue. L&C started selling water to Minnehaha 
CWC at their connection near Crooks in February, the second 
of their three connections. L&C now has 18 locations where 
water is being delivered to the 13 connected members.

46986 Monty Street
Tea, SD 57064

Roof damage

Lime sludge removal 
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Operations Update


